EDWARD AYLWAR| 1897

KGENTS FOR THE KLONDIKE
'Big Speculators Considering the

Question of Sending Them
to the Golden Region.

ALIEN LAW NOT ENFORCED

Plenty of Territory Open to Fre-emp-
tion by Miners—surveys for Bail~
way Through British Columbia
—Eastern Contingent for

' Mines Small

WORD FROM THE KLONDIKE.

Wall Street Men Not Surprised—Ed-
ward Aylward Writes from
Napoleon Creek, ¥ukon.

The recent gold discoveries in the Xlon-
dike have attracted considerzble attention

" among Wall Street men. Already there are

several schemnes on foot to form companies
to equip expeditions for Alaskan explora-
tion and gold hunting, But the idea that
the Yukon district is rich in gold is not
entirely new to Wall Street. Several of its
capitalists have been watching that part
of the country for some time, a few of them

| having sone so far as to send men there.

Apropos of this, a letter recently received
by a Wall Street man from his representa-

| tive sent to Alaska three years- ago will
'"be of interest. The letter reads:

NAPOLEON CREK, YUKON, Alaska,
. ) Dec. 20, 1898,
My Dear Sir: Yours of April 16 reached

i me about the middie. of September. 1 can

assure you that I was glad to hear -from
you., There is a mail contract for this
place, but it is by guess.and by God that

you get a letter. And we have to pay one

dollar’-per- letter. T

My wife has left here for a trip to Ire-
land. She carried .with her 150 nuggets of
golld, averaging one ounce apiece, which she
picked un out here herself.

This country is all execitement. A new
field has been struck in the Northwestern
Territory. Already 3500 claims: have been
taken up. The gold logks well, and will
run from 25 cents to $S to the pan. I did
not take it -in,--as I-have all I want and
more, . My gulch -is-now vacant from my
claim up, the-boys-having looked for the
gold on the wrong side of the gulch. The
gold runs along the sunny side of the-creek,
while they looked for it on’the cold side.
The sunny side is deep, while the ‘frozen
side is' shallow. The gulch is from 100 to
300 feet wide. I put in all -of last Sum-
mer sluicing_ the top of 600-feet off it. I
think when I get it ready I will get all the
money I want-in the 600 feet. :

1 see a lot in: the papers about the hard-
ships of Ajaska—men living. on clams, find-

-Ing no gold and:-other fish stories. The fact
| of the matter is that the men who come up
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Edward(or Frank)Aylward was born in CoKilkenny,
Ireland,in November 1849 His mother was Bridget
Grant He emigrated to the USA in 1868@ttling first
in California before travelling tthe Yukonto mine for
gold. North-west of JunealuAlaska,there is a lake
which early miners called Aylward LaK&ater
renamed Auke Lakegfter Edward who had staked
mining claims nearby in 1884In 1894in the first
wedding to take place in FortymjlEdwardmarried
BridgetMannion,a woman from Co. Galwayeland.
Theymined togethem Napoleon Creekntil 1896
whenBridget returnedo Ireland to visit her family
Shortly afterher return from Ireland, Bridget and
Edwardleft the Yukon ananovedto OLYH RQ 6
Capitol Hill whereEdward died on 2& March 1914
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